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[NOTMBK*, 



IIm' dead ; bat tbat mitjr whicb ariMB firom « com- 
■ttOB feitk and a common object — a unity which 
tttSs ht strongest bond in the punoit of die saaoe j 
«i»}eet, through diverntT of meaos. It t» SBch' 
«B wiion as this that m^bt exist b«ti»««K na and 
« reformed It{dian Chnrch. And if such vrerB 
established, though unwilling to ixux up any 
mere political speculation -with sucfc a sul^ct, 
■we may be excused if we add the hope, that the 
tstablishmMt of a reformed National Church 
would be but the forerunner of .the re->admissioD 
of Italy, free and united within itself, into the 
great brotherhood of indpeendent nations. 



W« are sure our readers will cordially respond 
to the sentiments contained in the letter of Mr. 
Leyne to Sergeant Shee, which we reprint, as an 
■tut of justice to the character and feelings of! 
the educated Roman Catholies of Ireland. The 
^se r^erred to is that of Francesco and Rosa 
Madiai, at Florence, which has excited so much 
public attention, and appears to have been simply 
as follows : — 

They are husband and wife, and, thongh of ir- 
reproachable character, were arrested on the 17th 
of August, 18S1, on the charge of being Protes- 
tants, and, as such, reading the Bible, and endea- 
Youring to induce others to do the same ; and 
the charge was summed up by accusing them of 
impiety and proselytism. On these charges they 
■were at length brought to trial, on the 4th of June, 
1852, (having been detained in prison, unheard, 
during the whole of the intervening period,) and 
were found guilltf of having read the Scriptures, 
•ad of worshipping God in a way not prescribed 
hj the Church of Rome. There was no suspi- 
tton or imputation of moral or political crimma- 
lity attaching to the case. The public prosecutor 
fipaahly declared at the trial that there was no 
ttieh accusation whatever, and that the prosecu- 
tion was wholly and avowedly for their opporation 
to the reli^on of the Estahlished Church of Tn«- 
■oany. Upon this charge the Madiais were con- 
demned by the Corte Regia of Florence, the hus- 
band, to 56 months of imprisonment with jhard^ 
labour, at Volterra, and the wife, to 45 months' 
imprisonment, with three years more of police 
•orreillance. And this sentence, on appeal, was 
•firmed by the Supreme Court of Florence. 
Mr. Leyne's spirited letter is as follows :~- 
" TO SERGEANT SHEE, M.P. 

" Upper Backiagbam-itreet. Dublin, 
October 29. 1833. 
" Sib — I ask peTmiuion to address you a few wordsi 
in reference to an occunence which took phice at the 
Catholic Conference in the Eotundo on yesterdaj. 

" I wag present on a ticket famished to me as a 
member of the public press, and, therefore, eoruld take: 
no part in the discussion of any topic Intnight before 
the conference, else I should have yielded to my desire 
to remark upon the allusion you made to the case of^ 
the Madiai. 

^' As a Catholic and an Irishman, I was delighted at 
your bold aod vehement denunciation of lilt i>arba- 
rous tyranny of the Grand Duke of Tuscany. I was 
glad that at this moment, and in that Catholic assembly, 
one Irish representative had the manliness and honesty 
to express sentimeuta so just and noble. 

" It is, indeed, ao abominable and impious doc- 
trine that men are to be imprisoned i«r religious opi- 
nions, and chastised for maintaining any form of doc- 
'tMne, or for reading any work bearing on religions 
questions. But the notion that it is a crime for any 
man to read the Word of Ood in his private house is a 
thMHry so fake, fbul, and unholy, that one can only 
wonder how it can gain supporters amongst the fol- 
lowers of any religion who have for three centuries 
battled against persecution and proscription of the 
«B«ct nature of the oppression you denounced. 'Ihe 
Catbt^cs of Ireland bold no soch intolerant faith. 

" It'Snrely was not a greater tyranny &T the British 
Government to prohibit the exercise of the Catholic 
faith in Ireland than for this black despot of the South 
to ibrbid bis subjects the privilege of reading the Scrip- 
tmes in their homes for their own private edification. 
Ibe old penal laws form an exact precedent for the io- 
t(derant Cour Boyale of Florence. 

"It has been argaed, I understand, in justification of 
'fii* conduct Of tke Dnksof Tuscany, that, as a Catholic 
flDvereini. he bad a patftot right to prevent the eiictt- 



hition of the partieoha beehliw Hie permal of wbidi 
the Madiai have been SBbjeatedtofenidties. I know 
ne,t whether this teadnng be a heresy^, but St is a start- 
ling and monstrous dogma — one which would justify, ia 
an extended application, the bloody pTopi|;andis to of Ma- 
hoBset or of Cromwell, and strip consignee of aH privi- 
lege and voHtiaa. As a Cathalia I nf—u te. swallow it. 
If a Catholic rob me I band him over tei butiea — if he 
assault me I will defend mysel£ If a Cfatholic prince 
use despotic power and trample upon a people, are we 
to be told that the church wffl sanction the granny be- 
cause the aggressor is a Catiiolic? Sir, itiaalibelon 
Catholic troth and a disgrace to people to have such 
abominable tenets paraded as the teaching of the church. 

" Believe It, Sir, that the genuine opinion of every 
man in Ireland who loves lil>erty, politicaland religions^ 
goes with yo» nixm this quastion. 

" No statement of this ease that has been bteoght 
before the public disproves the fact yon represented. 

" And I trust in God that, as long as ueland is Ca- 
tholic, we ahali ever steadily hate the odious doctrines. 
which justify religious persecntien, and tliat men: aikatl 
be found honest and eoorageoos enough to ccndenan the 
acts of the tyrant, whether Catb^ or Protestant, and i 
to express sympathy with his victims. 

" I have the honour to be. Sir, your ftithful servant, 

" M. B. twrKU." 

(From the Cork SeutJttrn Reporter.) 
" Every friend of liberty will read with pleasure the 
manly, energetic speech of Sergeant Shee. His noble : 
denunciation of the outrageous violation of the principle 
of civil and religious liberty, in the case of the Madiais, 
will find an echo in the hearts of all who love freedom 
and hate oppression. It was absolutely necessary that 
some person in the Conference should, on the part of 
the Catholics of Ireland, proclaim to the world their 
detestation of the tyranny perpetrated at Florence in 
the name of religion. Sergeant Shee did the thing at 
the right time and in the right way. Though the editor of 
the Tablet had the baseness to stand up in an assembly 
met to promote religious equality, and defend the crime 
of the Tuscan Government, no one can charge the Ca- 
tholics of Ireland with participating in his odions opi- 
nions. He stands alone. We could almost wish to 
see him in some country where his own principle of 
toleration could be applied to himself. This man is 
doing all he can, and very efi'ectually too, to bring the 
Catholics of Ireland into d^ctedit and disgrace." 



hai^y approi« of 4Ur trandcEtien. of the- 'Gloiies of 
Maryv' and eotdUji/ neotumend it to tbtfmiihfiiL ISi- 
cbolas, Cardinal Wiseman, Archbishop of^Westminster, 
given at Westmmster, OB'ttM Feast of St. AJphonsos de 
Lignori, 1852." 

I now leave your correspondmt to recoaeUe as^hebest 
may these contradictory statementfc 
I am, sir. 

Your most obeSent servant, 

October 19, 18S2. G. H. Collett* 



Corresiiontitnte. 
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SILENCE OF SCRIPTTTKE RESPECTING 
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MART. 

Sni— Tourcorrespondent,!" One who Loves to heartbe 
Truth," is surprised that you should have published an 
article diowing how little the Bible tells nsof the " life 
of the Blessed Virgin." He admits that a fact so do- 
torioua as the silence of Seripture about the Blessed 
Virgin has engaged the attention of learned Roman 
Catholics, and that they have accounted for it.. Your 
correspondent's words are remarkable — " The Scrip- 
tures, you (Mr. Editorj say, tell us little or nothing 
about the Blessed Virgin Mary ; they are wholly silent 
about her from the time of our Lord's ascension. Quite 
tme, sir; but learned Roman Catholics have noticed 
that fact as well as you, and accounted for it," &c, &c. 
He then quotes several passages f^om Roman Catholic 
writers, which entirely bear out his assertion, that the 
Scripftures really do say little or nothing of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. With this conclusion neither you (Mr. 
Editor') nor I are prepared to combat. But, unfortu- 
■ately, on this, as on many otiier questions, amongst 
Romanists themselves, opinions are divided. I do not 
recognise among the list fiimished by your correspon- 
dent any canonized stmt or Pope. St. Bonaveutore, a 
canonised saint, who hidds a prominent place in the 
Romish calendar, writes—" Omnes Scriptorss loqunntur 

de ea." Serm. \S,inHtx. This passage X find quoted 

with the greatest approbation in Saint Liguori's " Glo- 
ries of Mary" ^thus " the whole of the Sacred Scriptures 

speak in praise c^ Mary." The wcmls " ra jmiiw" are our 
interpretation; the original passage, as given by Bona- 
venture, is inserted in a note at foot of the page. Now, 
the authority of Liguori is nndoubted. We know that 
all his works, and the " Glories of Mary" in particular, 
underwent twenty yean' strict examination by the most 
competent authorities of the Church of Rome, being 
the " Sacred CongregatioA of Bights," of which the Pope 
is president. They unanimously declared tbat not ont 
tbord of hit writingt was wtrthy o/cnsme. According 
to Saints Boiraventure md Liguori, the Pope and all the 
sacred collage, " the wboi» of the Sasred Scriptures 

speak of her" plain contradiction to the assertion of 

the authorities quoted by your correspondent 

The edition of Liguon from which I quote is, or 
ought to be, of the very greatest authority ; it is the only 
edition which bean thesignatnrt of aathoiity ; the date 
U 1&32, and pnxported to be "printed for the Sedemp- 
torist Fathers of St. Mary's, Claphan" (p. 6) ; and 
C.aBBiH.aL Wiseman thus recognises this editisD^" We | 



THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION. 

TO TH£ SDITOB OF THE CATHOLIC LATHAK. 

Sib — Allow me to correct a mistake which you 
have made in your last numlier, page 109, where you say 
that "the dogma of the immaculate conception hasbeen 
at length declared, by the successor of St. Peter, to he 
an article of faith." This is not the case. You woce 
probably deceived by the facts, that the church.obsecves 
a festival in honour of the immaculate conception, and 
that she makes mention of it in her prayers ; and, also, 
that the present Pope has taken into consideration the 
propriety of afBrming the doctrine more solemnly. 
But, as &T as I am aware, he baa net yet dene so, and 
the doctrine is but matter of pious belief, and is not 
yet an article of Mtb. It is, perha{)s, natural tbat yon 
Protestants should be careless in this matter ; hut a 
Catholic knows that it is extremely important to be ao 
curate in observing the time when any doctrine becomes 
an article of faith ; for. previous to that time, it may 
be doubted or denied without mortal tan. We all know, 
fior example, that St. Bernard is now a saint in heaven, 
although he opposed this very doctrine of the inmiacn* 
late conception ; but any one who shall deny it after it 
has once been made an article of faith by the successor 
of St. Peter, would, no doubt, be guilty of damnable sin. 
I am. Six, Sue-, 

A LOTXB or AcCUBACT. 

We cheerfully insert this letter, as we have always 
promised to insert any corrections of misstatem^its 
which we may inadvertently have made. The sentence 
for which our correspondent takes us to task was, 
perhaps, incautiously worded ; but if he will turn to p. 
23, he will find that we have proved that, even though 
the doctrine be not yet formally declared an article of 
faith, the authorities of the Church of Rome have;>r<«e- 
tically made it de fide to a large and inereasmg body in 
the communion, by sanctioning the festival and office of 
the immaculate conception. 

We have no space here to £scnss the questi(Bi 
whether the chnrch can make any doetiine now an 
axtiale offidth which was net always so. AecordingtO 
the Roman theoiy, it would seem as if certain pacta of 
the road to heaven got choked up in the course of ages, 
and as if the church is obliged occasionally to post " no 
tborougfafare" on the pattis by which saints of old made 
their way to glory. W* believe that it cannot be so neces- 
sary to our salvidion to believe any doctrines of which 
the Christians of the first centuries were ignorant, or 
which they did not know that they were bound to be- 
lieve. But, as we have said, we cannot discuss thi& 
question here. 



ALLEGED LOST BOOKS OF SCRIPTURE, 

TO XnEEDITOB OF THE CATaOUC I.AVMAN. 

Sir As a constant reader of the Caihouc IiAXHAK 

I think it strange that a Roman Catholic " Inquirer" 
would make so strange astatement, as to say that thereare 
twenty books of the Holy Scripture lost He even s«»- 
passed the great Roman Catiiolic luminary, Doctor Ca- 
hill, who could tell the people of Liverpool, in June 
last, of only seventeen lost books (See M'Cabe's Teie- 
graph, 12th June last). I believe, had the doctor read 
the hut number of the Catholic Lathah befose 
he delivered bis speech, the number would have been 
still smaller ; but I am^still astonished that Dr. Cahill and 
the " Inqifirer," Celbridge, men of no small knowledge, 
would be 80 little acquainted with the Douay Bible, 
*c.; for they say that the following books are lost: 
That of Samuel, Nathan, Gad, Ahias, Iddo, Jeremias, 
and Jehu, %x. But I would ask them who wrote the 
book of Samuel, Eings, and Chronicles? I do not 
know what might be their answer, but I know the 
answer that the Donay annotators give. See the pra- 
twae to the UfrBoofc of Samael, 1st Book of Kings, aasd 
the Ist Book of Chronicles, Doui^y BiUe, which ex^ 
citly show tbat these books were not written at one 
time, nor by one man, but refer to the above-named 
prophets as being the writers. It is true, the preface to 
tiie Ist Beek Of Chronicles says, that the present Books 
of Chronides are not the ancient Chronicles, or 
words of the days, &o. ; but the writer has to 
acknowledge, at the end, tbat they are the same books, 
only revirad and abridged by Ezra. Now, Ezra is 
the adtnowledged arranger of the canon of Scriptnie 
(i.e., the Old Testament) — an opinion whidi the Jcmfl 
have always maintained, and in which the Christiaa 
Church has universally concurred. Dr. Prideau3(, 
Dean of Norwich,, gives a full and learned account of 
Hie work which Ezra is admitted to have petfinmed. 
says tbe doctor, "corrected all the errwtwliieb 



